DOCUMENT  2782 


INTERNATIONAL  MILITARY  TRIBUNAL  FOR  THE  FAR  EAST 


THE  UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA,  et  al 


AGAINST 


ARAKI,  SADAO,  et  al 


I,  SUZUKI,  Tadakatsu,  make  oath  and  say  as  follows: 

Q  State  your  name,  age,  and  residence. 

A  SUZUKI,  Tadakatsu,  51  years  of  age,  residing  at  Yokohama. 

Q  When  war  broke  out  what  position  did  you  hold  with  the 
government  of  Japan’ 

A  I  was  Minister  Plenipotentiary  in  Egypt  since  1940.  I  came 
home  to  Japan  on  an  exchange  ship  in  August  of  1942  and  in 
December  of  1942  I  was  made  chief  of  the  Foreign  National 
Section  of  the  Foreign  Office. 

Q  Until  what  time  did  you  hold  that  office? 

A  Until  July  of  1945. 

Q  During  your  incumbency  were  you  familiar  with  American 

notes  protesting  against  mistreatments  of  American  prisoners 
of  war  and  civilians  in  the  Philippines  which  were  coursed 
through  the  Swiss  Legation? 

A  Yes. 

Q  Throughout  your  incumbency  what  was  the  practice  of  your 
office  once  those  protests  were  received? 

A  The  notes  were  received  either  in  French  or  English  and  were 
translated  into  Japanese.  A  copy  of  the  note  with  its 
Japanese  translation  was  sometimes  addressed  to  the  Minister 
of  War,  the  Vice  Minister  of  Y/er,  the  Military  Affairs  Bureau, 
or  the  Prisoner  of  Y/ar  Information  Bureau,  depending  on  the 
importance  and  also  the  contents  of  the  note.  Nevertheless 
we  furnished  copies,  together  with  their  translations,  to 
the  other  sections  concerned  of  the  War  Ministry  (the  Vice 
Minister  of  War,  the  Chief  of  the  Military  Affairs  Bureau, 
and  the  Chief  of  the  Prisoner  of  V/ar  Information  Bureau). 

In  sending  those  notes,  together  with  their  translation,  we 
accompanied  them  with  a  covering  note  which  was  either  a 
simple  note  in  itself,  or  accompanied  by  our  own  comments  or 
recommendations . 

Q  Please  examine  these  U.  S.  State  Department  notes  marked  as 
IPS  Documents  10-B  through  10-X,  inclusive  (excepting  10-0), 
and  tell  us  if  they  have  been  received  by  the  Foreign  Office  in 
Japan  through  the  intervention  of  the  Swiss  Legation. 

A  Yes,  they  were  received  by  the  Foreign  Office  in  the  routine 
procedure  of  forwarding  them  to  the  different  departments  of 
our  government. 


Sworn  and  subscribed  to  before  the 
undersigned  officer  by  the  above-named 
SUZUKI,  Tadakatsu.  at  the  War  Ministry 
Building,  Tokyo,  Japan,  this  32th  day  of 


Y/itness: 
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